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God's Service for Sunday, July 28, 2024  

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Seven 

 

WELCOME 

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the 

first four of which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds 

thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, 

seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the 

adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus 

working in the littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world 

where all the hungry are satisfied. 

Let us take a moment now to prepare our hearts and minds for God's Service as we listen to the 

prelude. 

 

PRELUDE Prelude in F Major by Lubeck 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GATHERING SONG All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461) 

1 All who hunger gather gladly;  

holy manna is our bread. 

Come from wilderness and wand'ring.  

Here in truth we will be fed. 

You that yearn for days of fullness, 

all around us is our food. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 

Taste and see that God is good. 

 

2 All who hunger, never strangers;  

seeker, be a welcome guest. 

Come from restlessness and roaming. 

Here in joy we keep the feast. 

We that once were lost and scattered 

in communion's love have stood. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 

Taste and see that God is good. 

 

3 All who hunger, sing together, 
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Jesus Christ is living bread. 

Come from loneliness and longing. 

Here in peace we have been fed. 

Blest are those who from this table 

live their days in gratitude. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 

Taste and see that God is good. 
 

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024 Music: Public Domain 

 

GREETING (ELW p. 175) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 176) 

Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high! 

Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high! 

And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God. 

And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 178) 

Let us pray.  

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your word 

and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven 

and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

 

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 4:42-44 
Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the successor to 

Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough food to go around, Elisha 

trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need. 

A reading from 2 Kings. 
42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man of 

God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the 

people and let them eat.” 43 But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” 

So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat 
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and have some left.’ ” 44 He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the 

word of the LORD. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 145:10-18 

 10 All your works shall praise | you, O LORD, 

  and your faithful | ones shall bless you. 

 11 They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom 

  and speak | of your power, 

 12 that all people may know | of your power 

  and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom. 

 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through- | out all 

ages. 

  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works. R 

 14 The Lord upholds all | those who fall 

  and lifts up those who | are bowed down. 

 15 The eyes of all wait upon | you, O LORD, 

  and you give them their food | in due season. 

 16 You open | wide your hand 

  and satisfy the desire of every | living thing. 

 17 You are righteous in | all your ways 

  and loving in | all your works. 

 18 You are near to all who | call upon you, 

  to all who call up- | on you faithfully. R 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:14-21 
We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. Because Christ 

dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence of the 

Spirit. 

A reading from Ephesians. 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and 

on earth takes its name. 16 I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you 

may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17 and that Christ may 

dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18 I pray that 

you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and 

height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may 

be filled with all the fullness of God. 

  20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 

than all we can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 

generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Word of God, word of life. 
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Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 179) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL: John 6:1-21 
In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character of God. As 

such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human control. 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A large 

crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus 

went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of 

the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said 

to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he 

himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not 

buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what 

are they among so many people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a 

great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took 

the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also 

the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up 

the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and from the 

fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 
14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet 

who is to come into the world.” 

  15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, 

he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

  16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started 

across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea 

became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed about three or four 

miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 
20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they wanted to take him into the boat, 

and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON (ELW p. 180) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Break Now the Bread of Life (ELW 515) 

1 Break now the bread of life, 

 dear Lord, to me, 

 as once you broke the loaves beside the sea. 

 Beyond the sacred page 

 I seek you, Lord; 

 my spirit waits for you, 

 O living Word. 

 

2 Bless your own word of truth, 

 dear Lord, to me, 

 as when you blessed the bread by Galilee. 

 Then shall all bondage cease, 

all fetters fall; 

 and I shall find my peace, 

 my All-in-All! 

 

3 You are the bread of life, 

 dear Lord, to me, 

 your holy word the truth that rescues me. 

 Give me to eat and live 

 with you above; 

 teach me to love your truth, 

 for you are love. 
 
Text & Music: Public Domain 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our voices in 

prayer. 

God of generations, you work in us far more than we can ask or imagine. Bless the church you 

have called into being across time and space, and fill it with the power of the Spirit for loving 

service. In your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of field and forest, streams and seas, you are the fullness of all things. As grains of wheat 

grow upon the earth and fish swim in the waters, sustain your creation. Protect harvests and 

give every person food in due season. In your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God beyond borders, you rule all in all. Bless the work of humanitarians and peacekeepers, 

shield those who live, work, or serve in harm’s way, and bring an end to war and conflict 

(nations and places may be named). In your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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God of healing, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. We 

remember any who are sick or sufferingespecially for Shirley, Jim, Melissa, Heather, Lars, 

Darla, Anna, Gene, Chris, Susan, Cheryl,  families in our community who endure hunger, those 

who seek asylum or citizenship, and our beloved for whom death is near and these others we 

name before you now in our hearts and with our voices. (pause for names to be spoken.). In 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of grace, you root us and ground us in love. As you inspired our ancestors in this place in 

their ministry, sustain us also in new endeavors, that your glory may be made known, and your 

lovingkindness shared anew. In your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of all, your love in Christ surpasses all knowledge. We give thanks for the departed who 

have come to know the fullness of your grace. Join our voices with theirs (and with musicians 

Johann Sebastian Bach, Heinrich Schütz, and George Frederick Handel) and all the saints in 

singing your praises. In your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves and all for 

whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE (ELW p. 180) 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

SHARING GOD'S ABUNDANCE 

What we bring to the table never seems like enough. We practice a theology of “enoughness” 

each week when we share communion with one another. We witness the tremendous power of a 

little bread and a little wine to sustain us on our journey. We practice generosity when we pass 

the offering plate, turning our meager offerings into a gift for the greater good. We witness how 

the gifts and talents of a community come together to create something that on our own would 

never have been possible. Because, in Christ, there is always more than enough. Let us practice 

again as our offering is collected now.  

 

OFFERING MUSIC Amen, We Praise Your Name arr. by Miller 

 

SETTING OF THE TABLE As Rain from the Clouds (ELW 508) 

1 As rain from the clouds will your word come to earth, 
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as snow from the heavens refreshing the land. 

Then soften our soil that the good seed may grow 

and ripen rich fruit to return to your hand. 

We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word; 

we thank you, good gard'ner, for your tender toil. 

We bless you, best farmer, for hundredfold yield, 

for harvest of grace in our once-barren soil. 

 

2 As grain that is scattered your word has been sown 

on rocks and on roadways, in good earth and sand. 

Make fertile our soil that the good seed may grow 

and ripen rich fruit to return to your hand. 

We praise you, our God, for the seed of your word; 

we thank you, good gard'ner, for your tender toil. 

We bless you, best farmer, for hundredfold yield, 

for harvest of grace in our once-barren soil. 

 

3 As rays of the sun shall your word light the world, 

awaking and warming and healing our land. 

Then shine in our hearts that the good seed may grow 

and ripen rich fruit to return to your hand. 

We praise you, our God, for the light of your word; 

we thank you, good gard'ner, for your tender toil. 

We bless you, best farmer, for hundredfold yield, 

for harvest of grace in our once-barren soil. 
 
Text © 1983, 1998 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024 Music: Public Domain 

 

PRAYER 

Jesus, Bread of life, 

you have set this table with your very self, 

and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, 

and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, 

your body for the life of the world. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 180) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE (ELW p. 181) 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 181) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God, 

God of might and power; holy is the Lord. 

Holy, holy, holy, holy Lord God, 

God of might and power; holy is the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna here on earth. 

Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna here on earth. 

Blest is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 

in the harmonious world of your creation, 

the plants and animals, 

the seas and stars 

were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 

you sent your Son to heal our ills 

and to form us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 

his body given up, 

and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 

will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 182) 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Receive who you are; Become what you receive; Come to the banquet, for all is now ready and 

there is a place at Christ's table for all. 
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COMMUNION (ELW p. 182) 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 182) 

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us your peace, grant us your peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC Our Prayer by Cooman 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Jesus, Bread of life, 

we have received from your table 

more than we could ever ask. 

As you have nourished us in this meal, 

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 

In your name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION (ELW p. 183) 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with 

those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen 

those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 

through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (ELW p. 183) 

 

BLESSING 

And now as you go on your way, may Christ go with you. 
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May he go before you to lead you, behind you to encourage you, beside you to befriend you, 

above you to watch over you and always, always within you to give you his peace. 

In the name of the Father, +and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547) 

1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended 

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 
 
Text: World Library Publications, a divisioin of GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission. Arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: 

#734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024 Music: Public Domain 

 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 183) 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 

Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schütz, died 1672; George Frederick Handel, died 1759; 

musicians 

Sunday, July 28, 2024 

These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church. Schütz was an early 

master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 300 cantatas along with works for organ and 
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instrumental pieces, and has been called the "fifth evangelist" for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music. 
Handel's great work, Messiah, is a setting of scriptural texts. 

 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany 

Monday, July 29, 2024 

Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the hospitality of their home that they offered him—
Martha focused on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to him. Their brother Lazarus was raised from the 

dead as a sign of the greater resurrection to come. 
 

Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030 

Monday, July 29, 2024 

Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming Christian and declaring 

himself king of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to administer them fairly. Driven from Norway in a 
rebellion, he was killed in battle trying to regain his kingdom. 
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