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God's Service Sunday, October 13, 2024  

21st Sunday after Pentecost 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 

 

WELCOME 

In today's gospel reading, the rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he 

should do to inherit eternal life is a good man, sincere in his asking. 

Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as 

judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our 

culture bombards us with the message that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies 

counter this message with the invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the other. What 

would that look like in your life? Let us take a moment to prepare our hearts and minds to meet 

Christ in God's Service this morning as we listen to our prelude. 

 

PRELUDE “Open Your Ears, O Faithful” arr. by Shields 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 

but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. 

The cravings at war within us 

cause conflicts and disputes. 

In our desire to be first 

we make distinctions among ourselves. 

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. 

In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 

Draw near to us with grace in time of need, 

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

God promises to forgive our iniquity 

and to remember our sin no more. 

By grace you have been saved. 
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In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

the source of eternal healing, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Gather Us In (ELW 532) 

1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 

 now is the darkness vanished away; 

 see in this space our fears and our dreamings 

 brought here to you in the light of this day. 

 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 

 we are the old who yearn for your face; 

 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 

 called to be light to the whole human race. 

 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 

 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 

 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 

 give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

3 Here we will take the wine and the water, 

 here we will take the bread of new birth, 

 here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 

 call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

 Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 

 give us to eat the bread that is you; 

 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 

 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 

4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

 not in some heaven, light years away— 

 here in this place the new light is shining, 

 now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 

 Gather us in and hold us forever, 

 gather us in and make us your own; 

 gather us in, all peoples together, 

 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024 
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GREETING (ELW p. 147) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148) 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, 

we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 150) 

Let us pray.  

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind 

and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments and receive 

the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

 

FIRST READING: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 
Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great prosperity in the 

northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper class. He warns his listeners that fulfilling 

God’s demand for justice brings blessing, while corruption and oppression incur God’s wrath. 
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A reading from Amos. 

 6Seek the LORD and live, 

  or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 

  and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 

 7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 

  and bring righteousness to the ground! 

 10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 

  and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 

 11Therefore because you trample on the poor 

  and take from them levies of grain, 

 you have built houses of hewn stone, 

  but you shall not live in them; 

 you have planted pleasant vineyards, 

  but you shall not drink their wine. 

 12For I know how many are your transgressions, 

  and how great are your sins— 

 you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 

  and push aside the needy in the gate. 

 13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 

  for it is an evil time. 

 14Seek good and not evil, 

  that you may live; 

 and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, 

  just as you have said. 

 15Hate evil and love good, 

  and establish justice in the gate; 

 it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 

  will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 90:12-17 

 12So teach us to num- | ber our days 

  that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom. 

 13Return, O LORD; how long | will you tarry? 

  Be gracious | to your servants. R 

 14Satisfy us by your steadfast love | in the morning; 

  so shall we rejoice and be glad | all our days. 

 15Make us glad as many days as you af- | flicted us 

  and as many years as we suf- | fered adversity. 

 16Show your ser- | vants your works, 

  and your splendor | to their children. 
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 17May the graciousness of the Lord our God | be upon us; 

  prosper the work of our hands; pros- | per our handiwork. R 

 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 4:12-16 
We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are completely accountable. 

Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and temptations, because he also experienced them. 

Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to receive divine mercy from Christ. 

A reading from Hebrews. 
12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until 

it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of 

the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of 

the one to whom we must render an account. 

 14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son 

of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we 

are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we 

may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151) 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 10:17-31 
Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a conversation with a rich 

man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is surprising but unforgettable. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 

“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 

me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 

murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 

You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept 

all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, 

sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then 

come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had 

many possessions. 

 23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have 

wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But 

Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for 
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a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 

God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” 
27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all 

things are possible.” 

 28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus said, 

“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 

children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30who will not receive a 

hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, 

with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, and 

the last will be first.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY God of Grace and God of Glory (ELW 705) 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 

 on your people pour your pow'r; 

 crown your ancient church's story; 

 bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

 for the facing of this hour, 

 for the facing of this hour. 

 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

 scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 

 From the fears that long have bound us 

 free our hearts to faith and praise. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

 for the living of these days, 

 for the living of these days, 

 

3 Cure your children's warring madness; 

 bend our pride to your control; 

 shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

 rich in things and poor in soul. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 

 

4 Save us from weak resignation 

 to the evils we deplore; 

 let the gift of your salvation 
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 be our glory evermore. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 serving you whom we adore, 

 serving you whom we adore. 
 

Text & Music: Public Domain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the whole 

creation. 

Compassionate God, embolden the church to seek all who are lost, clothe those who are naked, 

and mend what is broken. May we be generous bearers of your eternal love. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Sustaining God, as we approach harvest time, we pray for farmers, field workers, and those who 

process crops. Keep us mindful of environmental threats to the nourishing food that feeds the 

world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Steadfast God, inspire world leaders to share resources and work collectively to end global 

poverty, starvation, and preventable disease. Direct us to seek justice and equity, that all may 

live in peace. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Loving God, we pray for those who are afflicted, tormented, grieving, oppressed, and lonely, 

especially Shirley, Anna, Kay, Carolyn, Cheryl, Gene, Lars, Darla, Jim, Carol, and these we 
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name now in our hearts and with our voices...(pause for names to be spoken). Sustain 

caregivers and deliver the strength of your love and compassion to all who need it today. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Pastor reads: Generous God, we give thanks for the first nations and tribes who inhabited this 

land the Apsáalooke (up-saw-low-gah), Cayuse (Kai-ous), Umatilla (Yoo-muh-ti-luh), Walla 

Walla (wa-la wa-la), Newe Sogobia (Neweh Saw-go-be-ah) Gweechoon Deka and Tséstho’e 

(Tse-TSES-tas) peoples. We also give thanks for all our indigenous siblings who have and 

continue to call this land their home. We lament the harm done by colonization. Call us to 

deeper appreciation and care for the languages, rituals, and history of all Indigenous people. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

(Pastor Continues) For what else do God’s People pray. (pause for responses) 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

(Assist Min.) Ever-living God, we rejoice to be heirs of the eternal life made real in Jesus' death 

and resurrection. We give thanks for saints of all times and places, first and last, who still 

inspire us to faithful living. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving grace you 

freely give, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE (ELW p. 152) 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

SHARING GOD'S ABUNDANCE 

All that we have, all that we are is from God. Why do we so often have trouble sharing with 

others what isn't even ours to begin with? As God provides abundantly let us be bold in giving 

back a portion of the abundance we steward for God, that we might help mend the world and re-

align our hearts with the God who is love.  

To share God's abundance today raise your hand and our ushers will come by to collect what 

you share. If you are joining us online you may give at landerlutherans.org, or mail a check to 

the church. Let us together, generously steward God's boundless abundance.  

 

OFFERING MUSIC “Ancient Air” by Clarke 
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SETTING OF THE TABLE I Come with Joy (ELW 482) 

1 I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall 

in love laid down for me, 

in love laid down for me. 

 

2 I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ's communion bread, 

in Christ's communion bread. 

 

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends, 

and strangers now are friends. 

 

4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known, 

alive among us here, 

alive among us here. 

 

5 Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 

we'll go with joy, to give the world 

the love that makes us one, 

the love that makes us one. 
 

Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-

4/16/2024 Music: Public Domain 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, 

source of every gift of your creation. 

By these gifts and with our lives, 

help us to serve one another and all in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE (ELW p. 153) 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153) 

O God most mighty, 

O God most merciful, 

O God our rock and our salvation, 

hear us as we praise, 

call us to your table, 

grant us your life. 

  

When the earth was a formless void, 

you formed order and beauty. 

When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 

you sent them a child; 

When the Israelites were enslaved, 
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you led them to freedom. 

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 

and the psalmists cried out for healing, 

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 

  

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 

He was born among the poor, 

he lived under oppression, 

he wept over the city. 

With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.] 

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.] 

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.] 

  

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 

  

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

O God our strength and our song, 

you show us a vision of a tree of life 

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

Grant us such life, 

the life of the Father to the Son, 

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

life in you, now and forever. 
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Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Receive who you are; Become what you receive. Come to this table, you who are strong in faith 

and you who seek building up. You who have been to this sacrament often, and you who have 

not been for some time. You who have tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed. Come. It 

is Christ who bids us to meet him here and there is a place set just for you at his table. 

 

COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC “I Come with Joy” arr. by Barr 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
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Holy God, 

you have welcomed us to this meal 

and fed us with dignity at your table. 

Send us now to welcome others 

and to be at peace with one another, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, you took the form of a servant, offering yourself as food, comfort, and strength 

to a sick and hurting world. Anoint with a servant heart those who take your word and 

sacrament to our sisters and brothers in their homes/in prisons/in hospitals. Grant grace, mercy, 

healing, and hope to those who feast on your body and blood and receive your words of new 

life. May we all recognize that we have a place and a home in the body of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

BLESSING 

And now as you go on your way, may Christ go with you. 

May he go before you to lead you, 

behind you to encourage you, 

beside you to befriend you, 

above you to watch over you, 

and always, always within you to give you his peace. 

In the name of the Father, +the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen. 

 

SENDING SONG O Jesus, I Have Promised (ELW 810) 

1 O Jesus, I have promised 

 to serve you to the end; 

 remain forever near me, 

 my master and my friend. 

 I shall not fear the battle 

 if you are by my side, 

 nor wander from the pathway 

 if you will be my guide. 

 



14 

 

2 Oh, let me feel you near me; 

 the world is ever near. 

 I see the sights that dazzle, 

 the tempting sounds I hear. 

 My foes are ever near me, 

 around me and within; 

 but, Jesus, then draw nearer 

 to shield my soul from sin. 

 

3 Oh, let me hear you speaking 

 in accents clear and still 

 above the storms of passion, 

 the murmurs of self-will. 

 Now speak to reassure me, 

 to hasten or control; 

 now speak and make me listen, 

 O Guardian of my soul. 

 

4 O Jesus, you have promised 

 to all who follow you 

 that where you are in glory 

 your servant shall be too. 

 And Jesus, I have promised 

 to serve you to the end; 

 oh, give me grace to follow, 

 my master and my friend. 
 

Text & Music: Public Domain 
 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 155) 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Upcoming Commemorations 

Teresa of Avila, teacher, renewer of the church, died 1582 

Tuesday, October 15, 2024 

A mystical writer and reformer of the monastic order (Carmelites) to which she belonged, Teresa may also be commemorated with 

John of the Cross on December 14. Latino Christians traditionally remember her on this date. 

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, martyr, died around 115 

Thursday, October 17, 2024 

Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch in Syria, the city where the name "Christians" originated. Ignatius is known to us from his 

letters, which encouraged Christians to live in love, yet stand firm in true doctrine. 

Luke, Evangelist 

Friday, October 18, 2024 

Identified as the author of both Luke and Acts, Luke was careful to place the events of Jesus' life in their social and religious contexts. 

His gospel gives us some of the most beloved parables, as well as the songs of Zechariah, Mary, the angels, and Simeon. 
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