God's service Sunday, October 20, 2024
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
ELW Holy Communion Setting Four

WELCOME

Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be closest
to Jesus, leading to Jesus teaching his followers about God’s take on importance and power.
Here Jesus makes it explicit that the reversal of values in God’s community is a direct challenge
to the values of the dominant culture, where wielding power over others is what makes you
great. When we pray “your kingdom come” we are praying for an end to tyranny and
oppression. We pray this gathered around the cross, a sign of great shame transformed to be the
sign of great honor and service....Let us take a moment to prepare our hearts and minds to meet
Christ in God's Service this morning as we listen to our prelude.

PRELUDE “Now Thank We All Our God” by J.S. Bach

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have honored you with our lips,
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.
The cravings at war within us

cause conflicts and disputes.

In our desire to be first

we make distinctions among ourselves.

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.

Draw near to us with grace in time of need,

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity

and to remember our sin no more,

By grace you have been saved.



In the name of -+ Jesus Christ,
the source of eternal healing,
your sins are forgiven.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” (ELW 712)
1 Lord, whose love in humble service

bore the weight of human need,

who upon the cross, forsaken,

worked your mercy's perfect deed:

we, your servants, bring the worship

not of voice alone, but heart;

consecrating to your purpose

ev'ry gift which you impart.

2 Still your children wander homeless;
still the hungry cry for bread;
still the captives long for freedom;
still in grief we mourn our dead.
As you, Lord, in deep compassion
healed the sick and freed the soul,
by your Spirit send your power
to our world to make it whole.

3 As we worship, grant us vision,
till your love's revealing light
in its height and depth and greatness
dawns upon our quickened sight,
making known the needs and burdens
your compassion bids us bear,
stirring us to ardent service,
your abundant life to share.

4 Called by worship to your service,
forth in your dear name we go,
to the child, the youth, the aged,
love in living deeds to show;
hope and health, good will and comfort,
counsel, aid and peace we give,
that your servants, Lord, in freedom
may your mercy know and live.

Text © 1961 Oxford University Press Arr. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024
Music: Public Domain
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GREETING (ELW p. 147)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148)
Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you,

we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 150)

Let us pray.

Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on earth. Shape us into
willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always and only your will, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 53:4-12

This reading is from the last of four passages in Isaiah that are often called “servant songs.” Christians are
probably most familiar with this servant song. In light of Christian faith, the servant’s healing ministry and
redemptive suffering are understood to be fulfilled in the life and death of Christ.
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A reading from lIsaiah.
“Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
°But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.
°All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,
and the LoRD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
"He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
®By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people.
“They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
%Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the LorD shall prosper.
10Out of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
““Therefore | will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 91:9-16

“Because you have made the ! LORD your refuge,

and the Most High your ! habitation,
no evil I will befall you,

nor shall affliction come | near your dwelling.
“'For God will give the angels charge | over you,

to guard you in !all your ways.
?Upon their hands they will | bear you up,

lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone. R
*You will tread upon the lion ! cub and viper;

you will trample down the lion I and the serpent.
1 will deliver those who ! cling to me;

| will uphold them, because they | know my name.
“They will call me, and | will | answer them;

| will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and | honor them.
*'With long life will I | satisfy them,

and show them | my salvation. R

SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:1-10

Using imagery from scripture and from Jewish worship practices, Jesus is presented as the great high priest
who was obedient to God’s saving plan. Through his suffering and death he has become the source of eternal
salvation.

A reading from Hebrews.

‘Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on
their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. “He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and
wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; “and because of this he must offer sacrifice
for his own sins as well as for those of the people. “And one does not presume to take this
honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.

°So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the
one who said to him,

“You are my Son,

today I have begotten you”;
°as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

’In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears,
to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent
submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; “and
having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him,
‘“having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Mark 10:35-45
On the way to Jerusalem the disciples ask Jesus to grant them seats of honor. Jesus responds by announcing
that he and his followers will “rule” through self-giving service.

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” **And he said to them, “What is it you want me
to do for you?” *’And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your
left, in your glory.” **But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you
able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that [ am baptized with?”
*“They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink;
and with the baptism with which | am baptized, you will be baptized; “°but to sit at my right
hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

“"When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. “*So Jesus called
them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their
rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. “*But it is not so among you;
but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, ““and whoever wishes to
be first among you must be slave of all. “°For the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” (ELW 659)
1 Will you let me be your servant,

let me be as Christ to you?

Pray that | may have the grace to

let you be my servant, too.

2 We are pilgrims on a journey,
we are trav'lers on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

3 1 will hold the Christ-light for you
in the nighttime of your fear;



I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

4 | will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I'll laugh with you.
I will share your joy and sorrow
till we've seen this journey through.

5 Will you let me be your servant,
let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that | may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too.

Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song, admin. Capitol CMG Publishing. All rights reserved. International copyright secured. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid
4/17/2023-4/16/2024

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 105)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the whole
creation.

Holy One, we give thanks for all servant leaders of the church. Bless bishops, pastors, and
deacons, organists, worship assistants, ushers, video and computer operators, acolytes Children
and Sunday school teachers with humble wisdom and ground them in your love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



Creative One, we give thanks for the delicate balance of the natural world. Kindle in us a spirit
of caring strength in the preservation of habitats, food availability, and centers of refuge, that all
wildlife may thrive. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Empowering One, fill the leaders of governments with a spirit of service that prioritizes those
on the margins due to job loss, underemployment, unsafe working conditions, and immigration
status. May economic equity be achieved for all people. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Restoring One, send your angels to watch over, rescue, and protect those who are injured or ill.
Nurse those who suffer hardship, disease, injury, or difficulty with your comfort and peace
especially Shirley, Anna, Kay, Carolyn, Cheryl, Gene, Lars, Darla, Jim, Carol, and these we
name now in our hearts and with our voices...(pause for names to be spoken). God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Abiding One, you call pastors to shepherd the congregation toward faithful living as servants
and followers of Jesus. Inspire all ordained ministers and seminarians to ministry that
challenges, engages, and comforts those in their care. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Saving One, we give thanks for the disciples James and John and all saints who have faithfully
served you. We rejoice in a promised place at the feast of victory that we receive by your grace
alone. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving grace you
freely give, both now and forever.

Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 152)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

SHARING GOD'S ABUNDANCE

We are forever stewards of God's great creation. All that we have, all that we are is from God.
As God gives abundantly let us be bold in giving back a portion of the abundance that God has
first given us, that we might help mend the world and re-align our hearts with the God who is
love.

If you have abundance to share today raise your hand and our ushers will come by to collect. If
you are joining us online you may give at landerlutherans.org, or even mail a check to the
church. Let us give generously of all that God gives to us..

OFFERING MUSIC “Joyful, Joyful” arr. by Biery
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SETTING OF THE TABLE “I Come with Joy” (ELW 482)
1 I come with joy, a child of God,

forgiven, loved, and free,

the life of Jesus to recall

in love laid down for me,

in love laid down for me.

2 I come with Christians far and near
to find, as all are fed,
the new community of love
in Christ's communion bread,
in Christ's communion bread.

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,
each proud division ends.
The love that made us, makes us one,
and strangers now are friends,
and strangers now are friends.

4 The Spirit of the risen Christ,
unseen, but ever near,
is in such friendship better known,
alive among us here,
alive among us here.

5 Together met, together bound
by all that God has done,
we'll go with joy, to give the world
the love that makes us one,
the love that makes us one.

Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-
4/16/2024 Music: Public Domain

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God,

source of every gift of your creation.

By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING



DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 153)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153)
O God most mighty,

O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,

hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,
you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,
you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,
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you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.]
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.]
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.]

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,

life in you, now and forever.
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Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Receive who you are; Become what you receive. Come to this table, you who are strong in faith
and you who seek building up. You who have been to this sacrament often, and you who have
not been for some time. You who have tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed. Come. It
is Christ who bids us to meet him here and there is a place set just for you at his table.

COMMUNION (ELW p. 154)
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC “Let Us Go Now” arr. by Miller
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TABLE BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in eternal life.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy God,

you have welcomed us to this meal
and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others

and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, you took the form of a servant, offering yourself as food, comfort, and strength
to a sick and hurting world. Anoint with a servant heart those who take your word and
sacrament to our sisters and brothers in their homes/in prisons/in hospitals. Grant grace, mercy,
healing, and hope to those who feast on your body and blood and receive your words of new
life. May we all recognize that we have a place and a home in the body of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

And now as you go on your way, may Christ go with you.
May he go before you to lead you,

behind you to encourage you,

beside you to befriend you,

above you to watch over you,

and always, always within you to give you his peace.

In the name of the Father, +the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen.

SENDING SONG “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” (ELW 818)
1 O Master, let me walk with you

in lowly paths of service true;

tell me your secret; help me bear

the strain of toil, the fret of care.

13



2 Help me the slow of heart to move
by some clear, winning word of love;
teach me the wayward feet to stay,
and guide them in the homeward way.

3 Teach me your patience; share with me
a closer, dearer company,
in work that keeps faith sweet and strong,
in trust that triumphs over wrong,

4 In hope that sends a shining ray
far down the future's broad'ning way,
in peace that only you can give;
with you, O Master, let me live.

Text & Music: Public Domain

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 155)
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Upcoming Commemorations

James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62

Wednesday, October 23, 2024

One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the New Testament and by a historian
of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars are uncertain whether this means a blood brother. He was a leader of
the church in Jerusalem.

Philipp Nicolai, died 1608; Johann Heermann, died 1647; Paul Gerhardt, died 1676; hymnwriters
Saturday, October 26, 2024

These great hymnwriters all worked in seventeenth-century Germany in times of war and plague. Nicolai, a
pastor, lost 1,300 parishioners to plague, 170 in one week. He wrote "O Morning Star, how fair and bright" and
"Wake, awake, for night is flying." Heermann's hymns, including "Ah, holy Jesus," often express the emotions
of faith. Gerhardt, perhaps the greatest Lutheran hymnwriter, was a pastor in Berlin.
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