God's Service Sunday, December 1, 2024
First Sunday of Advent
ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten

WELCOME

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great
expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the
texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up
for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.”
Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we
eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent
of Christ in word and supper. Let us take a moment to see the impact of Christ's presence here,
within his church, and in the world through our participation in larger church organizations such
as Lutheran World Relief.

VIDEO: LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
Until your love reaches every neighbor: An introduction to LWR

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE “People Look East” arr. by Bertolozzi

ADVENT WREATH
Children are welcome to gather around the Advent wreath to assist the usher in it's lighting as
we sing our gathering song.

GATHERING SONG AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
1 Light the Advent candle, one:
Now the waiting has begun;
we have started on our way,
time to think of Christmas day.

Refrain

Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night;
candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light.
©2001, Mary Lu Walker All rights reserved. Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2024-4/16/2025

GREETING (ELW p. 203)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE (ELW p. 203)

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.
Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.
Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 205)

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16

In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts righteously
both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name— “The
LORD is our righteousness ’—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel.

A reading from Jeremiah.

“The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will fulfill the promise | made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. *° In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. ° In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which
it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10
' To l'you, O LORD,
I lift ' up my soul.
My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph ! over me.
®Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
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rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
“Show me your ! ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths. R
°Lead me in your ! truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all | the day long.
® Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting. R
"Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- ! ness, O
LORD.
®You are gracious and up- ! right, O LoRD;
therefore you teach sinners ! in your way.
°You lead the low- ! ly in justice
and teach the low- ! ly your way.
O All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your ! testimonies. R

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Upon Timothy's report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In
this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing
church.

A reading from 1 Thessalonians.

°How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? '°Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

““Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. ** And
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. ** And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there
will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and
receive God’s promised redemption.

The holy gospel according to Luke.



Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ?° “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. “° People will faint
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. ?' Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory.
“ Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.”

Y Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; * as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. * So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. * Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. ** Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away.

% “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, *° like a trap. For it
will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. °° Be alert at all times, praying that
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the
Son of Man.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON (ELW p. 206)

HYMN OF THE DAY “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” (ELW 436)
1 Wake, awake, for night is flying,
the watchmen on the heights are crying;
awake, Jerusalem, at last.
Midnight hears the welcome voices,
and at the thrilling cry rejoices:
"Come forth, you maidens! Night is past.
The bridegroom comes! Awake;
your lamps with gladness take!"
Alleluia!
Rise and prepare the feast to share;
go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near.

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing,
and all her heart with joy is springing.
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
Her dear friend comes down, all glorious,
the strong in grace, in truth victorious:
her star is ris'n; her light is come.
Now come, O Blessed One,
Lord Jesus, God's own Son.



Sing hosanna!
Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,
and follow to the banquet hall.

3 Gloria! Let heav'n adore you!
Let saints and angels sing before you,
with harp and cymbal's clearest tone.
Gates of pearl, twelve portals gleaming,
lead us to bliss beyond all dreaming,
with angel choirs around your throne.
No eye has caught the light,
no ear the thund'ring might
of such glory.
There we will go: what joy we'll know!
There sweet delight will ever flow.

Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024 Music: Public Domain

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for
God’s presence.

God of righteousness, your people live in hopeful expectation of your coming. Fill your church
with renewed passion for our shared mission, and deepen our relationships with other Christians
and other faith traditions in our local community and across the world. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

God of the cosmos, all creation shows that your presence is near. Help us sense your goodness
and love in the sun and moon, in sprouting leaves and bare branches, in the roaring sea and
quiet breeze. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of the nations, your reign extends over all principalities and powers. Give leaders and all in
authority hearts for justice and peace. Encourage efforts to enact policies that benefit the
common good. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of change, you accompany us through life’s transitions. Be near to all who are changing
jobs, moving, welcoming children, or facing the loss of loved ones. Sustain those who are ill or
suffering especially Shirley, Anna, Kay, Carolyn, Cheryl, Gene, Darla, Jim, Carol, and these we
name now in our hearts and with our voices...(pause for names to be spoken). In times of
change, remind us of your steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of community, your Spirit holds us together. Sustain our care for one another. Inspire us to
seek new ways to live together and to embrace the diversity of thought and identity in our
communities. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.



God of memory, we give you thanks for faithful ones who have died. Tend to our grief and
sorrow with renewed trust in your promise of abundant and eternal life. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of
Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 206)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

SHARING GOD'S ABUNDANCE

In the midst of the darkness that shrouds our world we defiantly light candles and pray for the
promised light. We wait in faith, having witnessed the love and generosity of our God knowing
God did not withhold even his own self that we might live the abundant life God created for us.
As heirs and heralds of God's great abundance and love, may we steward it that all may be
bathed in his coming light and nourished to live that abundant life.

If you have offering to share please raise your hand so the ushers may collect it. You may also
give online anytime at landerlutherans.com.

OFFERING MUSIC “Christ Be Our Light” arr. by Biery

SETTING OF THE TABLE “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” (ELW 247)
1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.

2 Come now, O God of love, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.

3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations.

4 Come, Hope of unity, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations.

Text and music © Geonyong Lee Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024



OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

you made the whole world,

even the farthest stars,

and you draw near to feed us.

We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.
Strengthen us with this food

that we may live in expectation

for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 206)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,



hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, the Beginning and the End,
our Salvation and our Hope,
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.
At this end of the ages
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love
and to heal all the suffering world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.
Send your Spirit on us
and on this bread and wine we share:
strengthen our faith,
increase our hope,
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Receive who you are; Become what you receive. Come to this table, you who are strong in faith
and you who seek building up. You who have been to this sacrament often, and you who have
not been for some time. You who have tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed. Come. It
Is Christ who bids us to meet him here where God feeds us with tender mercy and there is a
place already set just for you at his table. Come and be fed.

COMMUNION (ELW p. 208)
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208)

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;

eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC “Light One Candle” arr. by Wold

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be
fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
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SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, whose mercy endures from generation to generation: As Mary set out to visit
Elizabeth before she gave birth to her son, bless those who go forth to share your word and
sacrament with our sisters and brothers who are sick/homebound/imprisoned. In your love and
care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this communion, that through the body
and blood of your Son we may all know the hope of your promised coming in Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey,

+ bless and keep you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG “Christ, Be Our Light” (ELW 715)
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness.

Longing for truth, we turn to you.

Make us your own, your holy people,

light for the world to see.

Refrain
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
Make us your living voice. Refrain

3 Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed. Refrain

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
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Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone. Refrain

5 Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
signs of your kingdom come. Refrain

Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.
Thanks be to God.

Upcoming Commemorations
Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552
Tuesday, December 3, 2024
A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to India, Southeast Asia, Japan, and the
Philippines. He also helped to found the Society of Jesus (Jesuits).
John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749
Wednesday, December 4, 2024
A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological works. One of his works,
The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries.
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342
Friday, December 6, 2024
Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-day Turkey. According to legend, he was
famous for his giving to the poor, and so has become a symbol of anonymous gift-giving.
Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397
Saturday, December 7, 2024
While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop of Milan on the same day he was baptized. He
was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still sing today, and helped lead St. Augustine to faith.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” (ELW 436) Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A
valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024 Music: Public Domain SETTING OF THE TABLE “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” (ELW 247) Text and music © Geonyong Lee
Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024 SENDING SONG “Christ, Be Our Light” (ELW 715) Text and music © 1993
Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024 From
sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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