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God's Service Sunday, December 8, 2024  

Second Sunday of Advent 

ELW Thanksgiving for the Word Setting Ten 

 

WELCOME 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the 

baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy 

could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the LORD of hosts. Finally all the 

baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for 

the coming of Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” Let us 

take a moment to capture the vision of Christ's presence here, within his church, and in the 

world through our participation in larger church organizations such as Lutheran World Relief. 

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

Meet Gustavo. He Grows your coffee. 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE “Awake, and Greet the New Dawn” arr. by Miller 

 

GREETING (ELW p. 203) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

ADVENT WREATH 

Children are welcome to gather around the Advent wreath to assist the usher in it's lighting as 

we sing our gathering song. 

 

GATHERING SONG AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

1  Light the Advent candle, one:  

   Now the waiting has begun; 

  we have started on our way,  

    time to think of Christmas day. 

Refrain 

    Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night; 

    candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

2  Light the Advent candle, two:  

Think of humble shepherds, who 
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filled with wonder at the sight  

of the child of Christmas night. 
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KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 205) 

Let us pray.  

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the 

people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

 

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) will 

prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are 

refined. 

A reading from Malachi. 
1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 

will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—

indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and 

who can stand when he appears?  

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 

present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 

be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Luke 1:68-79 

 68 Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 

  you have come to your people and | set them free. 

 69 You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 

  born of the house of your | servant David. R 

 70 Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from our enemies, 

  71 from the hands of | all who hate us, 

 72 to show mercy | to our forebears, 

  and to remember your | holy covenant. 

 73 This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 

  74 to set us free from the hands of our | enemies, 

 free to worship you | without fear, 

  75 holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life. R 

 76 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 

  for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 

 77 to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 

  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 

 78 In the tender compassion | of our God 

  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 

 79 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death, 

  and to guide our feet into the | way of peace. R 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11 
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in 

partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is 

with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 

A reading from Philippians. 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in every one of my 

prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am 

confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 

the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold 

me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in 

the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 

with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more 

and more with knowledge and full insight 10 to help you to determine what is best, so that in the 

day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of righteousness 

that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205) 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 



4 

 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6 
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we 

hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority that will be 

challenged by this coming Lord. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 

the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is 

written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5 Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Prepare the Royal Highway” (ELW 264) 

1 Prepare the royal highway; 

 the King of kings is near! 

 Let ev'ry hill and valley 

 a level road appear! 

 Then greet the King of glory, 

 foretold in sacred story: 

 

Refrain 

 Hosanna to the Lord, 

 for he fulfills God's word! 

 

2 God's people, see him coming: 

 your own eternal king! 
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 Palm branches strew before him! 

 Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

 God's promise will not fail you! 

 No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 

 

3 Then fling the gates wide open 

 to greet your promised king! 

 Your king, yet ev'ry nation 

 its tribute too may bring. 

 All lands will bow before him; 

 their voices join your singing:  Refrain 

 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; 

 it comes from heav'n above. 

 His rule is peace and freedom 

 and justice, truth, and love. 

 So let your praise be sounding 

 for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2024-4/16/2025 Music: Public Domain 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for 

God’s presence. 

Refining God, move through your church. Root out practices that harm your people, and kindle 

a fire for sharing the gospel among bishops, pastors, deacons, and all the baptized. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Renewing God, transform your creation. Steer us from habits that harm what you have made, 

and guide us in practices that preserve and restore creatures and habitats. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Ruling God, teach the nations your ways. Strengthen organizations and communities that broker 

peace and care for refugees, immigrants, and all caught in the center of conflict (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Rescuing God, restore your people who are in any need. Heal all who are suffering especially 

Shirley, Anna, Kay, Carolyn, Cheryl, Gene, Darla, Jim, Carol, and these we name now in our 

hearts and with our voices...(pause for names to be spoken. Provide comfort and strength, and 

nurture sustained wholeness for the future. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Reforming God, fill this congregation with your presence. Enrich our seasonal preparations, and 

bless the efforts by worship committees, music ensembles, staff, clergy, and lay leaders as they 

work in the weeks ahead. Lord, in your mercy, 
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receive our prayer. 

Reassuring God, we remember those who have died and rest in you. Guide us in deep gratitude 

for their life, and allow us to learn from their faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of 

Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE (ELW p. 206) 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

We give thanks for the saving Word and all the gifts of God. 

 

SHARING GOD'S ABUNDANCE 

In the midst of the darkness that shrouds our world we defiantly light candles and pray for the 

promised light. We wait in faith, having witnessed the love and generosity of our God knowing 

God did not withhold even his own self that we might live the abundant life God created for us. 

As heirs and heralds of God's great abundance and love, may we steward it that all may be 

bathed in his coming light and nourished to live that abundant life. 

If you have offering to share please raise your hand so the ushers may collect it. You may also 

give online anytime at landerlutherans.com. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway” arr. by Lammi             

 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” (ELW 247) 

1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 

 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 

2 Come now, O God of love, make us one body. 

 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 

3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior. 

  Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 

 

4 Come, Hope of unity, make us one body. 

  Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 
 
Text and music © Geonyong Lee Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray. 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 

darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O 

God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. 

For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 

Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 

hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 

near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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BLESSING 

God of endings and beginnings, 

God in the darkness and the light, 

God, our hope for the journey, 

☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG “Hark, the Glad Sound!” (ELW 239) 

1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

 the Savior promised long; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 

 and ev'ry voice a song. 

 

2 He comes the pris'ners to release, 

 in Satan's bondage held. 

 The gates of brass before him burst, 

 the iron fetters yield. 

 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

 the bleeding soul to cure, 

 and with the treasures of his grace 

 to enrich the humble poor. 

 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 

 your welcome shall proclaim, 

 and heav'n's eternal arches ring 

 with your beloved name. 
 

Text & Music: Public Domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Upcoming Commemorations 

Lucy, martyr, died 304 

Friday, December 13, 2024 

Lucy was a young Christian of Sicily who was martyred during the persecutions under Emperor Diocletian. Her celebration became particularly important in Sweden 

and Norway, perhaps because the feast of Lucia (whose name means "light") originally fell on the shortest day of the year. 
John of the Cross, renewer of the church, died 1591 

Saturday, December 14, 2024 

John was a member of the Carmelite monastic order, and worked to reform it. His writings reflect a deep interest in mystical thought and meditation. 
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