God's Service Sunday, June 9, 2024
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
ELW Service of the Word

WELCOME

A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation
in light of charges that he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon,
but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined
to Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we
sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God.

Let us take a moment now to prepare our hearts and minds for God's service as we listen to our
prelude.

PRELUDE Chaconne by Campra

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERING SONG God of Grace and God of Glory (ELW 705)
1 God of grace and God of glory,

on your people pour your pow'r;

crown your ancient church's story;

bring its bud to glorious flow'r.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

for the facing of this hour,

for the facing of this hour.

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us
scorn the Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us
free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the living of these days,
for the living of these days,

3 Cure your children's warring madness;
bend our pride to your control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal.



4 Save us from weak resignation
to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of your salvation
be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving you whom we adore,
serving you whom we adore.

Text & Music: Public Domain

GREETING (ELW p. 213)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 176)

Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high!
Gloria, gloria, gloria, glory to God on high!

And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God.
And on earth peace to God's people. Glory to God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 215)

Let us pray.

All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. Increase
our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Genesis 3:8-15

Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither takes responsibility for
their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. The curse on the snake was understood as a
messianic prophecy by the early church, who associated Eve’s “offspring” with Christ.

A reading from Genesis.

*[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LorD God
among the trees of the garden.’But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where
are you?” *’He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was

naked; and I hid myself.” *'He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from
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the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” *The man said, “The woman whom you gave
to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” **Then the LoRD God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and |
ate.” “The LorD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
1 will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130

‘Out ! of the depths
| cry to ! you, O LORD;

0 LoRD, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.

°If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O Lorb, who could stand?

“Yet with you ! is forgiveness,
in order that you | may be feared. R

°| wait for you, O LorD; I my soul waits;
in your word !'is my hope.

My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ! for the morning,
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning.

'O lIsrael, wait for the LorD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.

®For the Lorp shall | redeem Israel
from ! all their sins. R

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has prepared for us. So we do
not despair no matter what life might bring because we know that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God
promises to bring us into eternal life.

A reading from 2 Corinthians.
3Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—I believed, and
so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, ‘“because we know that the one who raised the
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Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. °Yes,
everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

“So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is
being renewed day by day. *’For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal
weight of glory beyond all measure, ‘*because we look not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.

>'For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 179)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia,

alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Mark 3:20-35

In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is demon-possessed can cast
out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the Holy Spirit, siblings of Christ.

The holy gospel according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus went home;] “’and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples] could
not even eat. ““When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying,
“He has gone out of his mind.” ??And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” “>And he called them to him,
and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? **If a kingdom is divided against
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. °And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not
be able to stand. °And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but
his end has come. ?’But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without
first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

?%“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter;
*but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an
eternal sin”—"for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

*IThen his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called
him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers
and sisters are outside, asking for you.” **And he replied, “Who are my mother and my
brothers?” **And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers! **Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

The gospel of the Lord.



Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (ELW 504)
1 A mighty fortress is our God,

a sword and shield victorious;

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod

and wins salvation glorious.

The old satanic foe

has sworn to work us woe!

With craft and dreadful might

he arms himself to fight.

On earth he has no equal.

2 No strength of ours can match his might!
We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight,
whom God himself elected.
You ask who this may be?
The Lord of hosts is he!
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,
God's only Son, adored.
He holds the field victorious.

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land
all threat'ning to devour us,
we tremble not, unmoved we stand;
they cannot overpow'r us.
Let this world's tyrant rage;
in battle we'll engage!
His might is doomed to fail,
God's judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

4 God's Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away,



they cannot win the day.
The kingdom's ours forever!

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress Used by permission. ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/202 Music: Public Domain

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world.

You reawaken our hearts to your mercy. We give you thanks for renewers of the church in
every age (especially Columba, Aiden, and Bede whom we commemorate today). Enliven the
creativity and persistence of all seeking to transform the church into a closer vision of your
beloved community. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your presence is revealed in the shade of trees, the growth of seeds into flowers, and in the
blessing of plants granting food in their right season. Heal lands scarred by deforestation,
pollution, or infestation. Teach us to cultivate the earth with respect and reverence. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Our nations and communities are divided, O God. Teach us again to listen with curiosity and
mercy, even in disagreement. Grant us the humility to acknowledge our hardness of heart and
make us bold in modeling cooperation for the sake of the common good. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Hear the prayers of all who cry out to you from the depths of fear, despair, or hopelessness
(especially Shirley, Jim, Melissa, Heather, Lars, Anna, Gene, Chris, Susan, Cheryl, and these
others we name now in our hearts and with our voices. . With haste, rescue victims of
trafficking, exploitation, and abuse, and bless organizations and individuals who work on their
behalf. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Grant wisdom and clarity to all who are in seasons of discernment and transition: high school
graduates preparing for first jobs or new educational journeys, those who are shifting careers,
and those who are navigating changes in their relationships. Accompany them with your peace.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Praise to you for our ancestors in faith who believed, spoke, and lived in you (especially today
we remember Rolly Gimple). Give us confidence that as Jesus was raised, so we too will be
raised, with all the saints, into your everlasting presence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit and
the love of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE (ELW p. 217)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



THANKSGIVING
We give thanks for the saving word and all the gifts of god.

SHARING GOD'S ABUNDANCE

In his explanation of the third article of the Apostles' Creed in his small catechism Luther wrote:
"I believe that by my own understanding or strength | cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or
come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with
his gifts, made me holy and kept me in the true faith..."” To believe in Jesus means we too are
possessed by the same Spirit that possessed Jesus and together we proclaim God's love for this
world and share in God's great abundance.

If you have abundance to share please raise your hand and an user will come to collect it. Thank
you for your ministry and generosity in sharing God's gifts.

OFFERING MUSIC Praise to the Lord arr. by Tryggestad

SETTING OF THE TABLE Let Us Go Now to the Banquet: Vamos todos al
banquete (ELW 523 refrain & verse 2)
Refrain

Let us go now to the banquet,

to the feast of the universe.

The table's set and a place is waiting;

come, ev'ryone, with your gifts to share.
2 God invites all the poor and hungry

to the banquet of justice and good

where the harvest will not be hoarded

so that no one will lack for food. Refrain|

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
ONE LICENSE: #734503-A valid 4/17/2023-4/16/2024

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O
God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.
For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your

Word of life, O God,
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we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God, rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw
near to all who call on you; teaching us to pray;

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (ELW p. 221)

BLESSING (ELW p. 221)
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537)
1 On our way rejoicing

gladly let us go.

Christ our Lord has conquered;

vanquished is the foe.

Christ without, our safety;

Christ within, our joy;

who, if we be faithful,

can our hope destroy?



Refrain
On our way rejoicing;
as we forward move,
hearken to our praises,
O blest God of love!

2 Unto God the Father
joyful songs we sing;
unto God the Savior
thankful hearts we bring;
unto God the Spirit
bow we and adore,
on our way rejoicing
now and evermore. Refrain

Text & Music: Public Domain

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222)
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Upcoming Commemorations
Columba, died 597; Aidan, died 651; Bede, died 735; renewers of the church
Sunday, June 9, 2024
These three monks from the British Isles helped keep the light of learning alive during the Middle Ages. Columba
founded three monasteries off the coast of Scotland. Aidan was a pastor who led people to works of charity. The
Venerable Bede was a Bible translator, historian, and hymnwriter
Barnabas, Apostle
Tuesday, June 11, 2024
Barnabas was not numbered among the twelve apostles, but the book of Acts gives him that title. After Paul was
converted to Christianity, Barnabas welcomed him to Jerusalem, and later the two traveled together on missionary
journeys.
Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, died 379; Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, died around 385; Gregory of Nazianzus,
Bishop of Constantinople, died around 389; Macrina, teacher, died around 379
Friday, June 14, 2024
The Cappadocian fathers, as the three men in this group are known, explored the mystery of the Holy Trinity. Basil's
monastic rule forms the basis for Eastern monastic life. Gregory of Nazianzus defended orthodox Christianity in
Constantinople. Gregory of Nyssa, Basil's younger brother, wrote on the spiritual life. Macrina, older sister of Basil and
Gregory of Nyssa, was the leader of a community dedicated to asceticism, meditation, and prayer.
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